CHAPTER XIV
1846—184.8
Balzac buys a house in the Rue Fortunee—Madame Kanaka's^ visit to Paris—Balzac burns her letters—Final breach with Emile de Girardin—Balzac's projects for writing for the theatre—He goes to Wierzchownia—Plan for transporting oaks from Russia to France— Balzac returns to Paris at the eve of the Revolution of 1848—Views on politics—Stands for last time as deputy.
MUCH of Balzac's time, whenever he was in Paris in 1845 and 1846, was taken up with house-hunting; and some of his still unpublished letters to Madame Hanska contain long accounts of the advantages of the different abodes he had visited. He was now most anxious to be permanently settled, as there was no room for his art treasures in the Hue Basse ; but as Madame Hanska's tastes had to be consulted as well as his own, it was necessary to be very careful in his choice. However, in October, 1846, he at last found something which he thought would be suitable. This was the villa which had formerly belonged to the financier Beaujon, in the Rue Fortunee, now the Rue Balzac. The house was not large, it was what might now be described as a "bijou residence," but though out of repair, it had been decorated with the utmost magnificence by Beaujon, and Balzac's discriminating eye quickly discerned its aesthetic possibilities.
2986., by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.volting as its pendant, the gloomy " Cousine Bette " ; and Balzac has portrayed admirably the simple old man with
